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Eau]t and every person who raises beel
cattle st likely has some expericnce
i pating up by, As we begin 1o preprre
for the 2009 hay-making scason i would
ha advantageous 1o review some high
poinis with regard o making geed quality
hay, The gualivy of your hay will have
Large implications on whether or notl your
caowvs will necd supplemental feed 10 com-
plement the hay this winter,

Fertility. [F vou have ohserved coas
heing offerad fertilieed hay versus un-fer-
tilized hay you will notice that maost of the
time they will chopse the fertilizzed hay
over the un-lertilized.  Mitrogen Fertilizer
willl have a dircet effect on the cnxde pro-
tein comtent of the hay,  For example, a
sy from Florida shesved dhat bermmuda-
grass fertilized with 3%, 70, 105 and 140
pounds of nitregen per acre yvielded hay
that contained 109, 1538, 158 and 181
percent crnsde protein, respectively: How-
ever, it is impaertant 10 rermermber that a dry
brgod cow wall only meed about 7 1 9%
crinde prodein in the hay thar she s fed and
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a lactating cow needs 100 12% cnade pro-
tein i her diet. These protein concenira-
toms can generally be achieved with less
than [0 pounds of niregen per acre,

Forage Maturbty, This s the most im-
portant Gactor that YOL! can contral with
respect o lay quality, Forage matunity can
have enormoeus impacis en hay guality,
Wirk fromm Geoergia showed this impact
quite clearly. The accompanying table
shoows the energy content (dry maner -
geatibility ) of bermudagrass bay with re-
apect 10 cutting interval,

A wath protein i s imporiant o assess
these data relative to the cow's require-
ments for energy. A cow in late pregnancy
will meed 54 1o 56% TON i her diet while
a cow mursing a haby call will need 60 10
4% THN depending on her milking abili-
s, Thos it becormes obvicus thal cuiting
herrmudagrass hay on an eight-week inler-
val woanlad vield hay that would he marginal
for comvs in lase pregnancy and imsadequate
for Lactating cows, This hay swould require
appreciahle guantities of supplemental
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feed when fed 1o lactating cows, However,
the same hermudagrass hanvested on four-
wiock intervals could potentially vield Dy
that would mest cow requirenments no mat-
ter what their stage of production, Forage
miaturiy {ie., curting imerval) is exiremely
irmpertant for producing high-quality hay
Rain. Many demonstrations have
ahown that up o about an inch of rain en
bty than was cut that same day has minimsal
cifects on mutrient content,  Obwviosly the
by wall Jose it grecn color and me be as
prety. An inch of rain on the hay the day
that if i ready 1o hale will have a measur-
able impact on noirient coniend. The bed-
tonm line s that we can control cuiting in-
terval and have no control over the weather
during the hayv-making scason. Thos ifthe
forage crop is ready w0 cur, puiting it off
hecause of a 3% chance of afternoon
ahewers may decrease the quality maore
than the rain would,  Low-quality hay waill
cerinly have implications for feeding
your cows nexl winter,  May wour moser
blades be sharp and vour haler be greased!
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