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o other single management proge-
dure oflers s much cost effiectmg-
ness ws e proper use of a groedh amplam

in voung calves. Implants have been
shoeen 1o merease dinly gams 10 o 200%
amal fieed effwwency 3 w0l Thene are
seventl mmplants that are approved for use
i varioes classes of caftle but for suckhing
calves the chowces are: Component E-C,
Compudose, Eocore, Ralgre and Syn-
eves-C . Carefinlby reacl the Labed to be sure
the armplant 15 sutabde for v siuation,
Tar gt the maximum benefn fron the
use of growth implaniz, nutnben should
not be lacking. o edher words, groadh
umplants will mot make up ber poor nuto-

ton. Mursimg culves wall respoad well of

the: cow malks well and good Ferage or
creep feed 15 avnlable for elder calves.

Ik 15 ol uncoamanon (o mCreass weaning
weights by 15 to 20 poumds 10 omplanted
cabves. Ginven thie current calf prices and
the fact that most of these mplants cost

shghtly rore than 51,00 each this s an ex-
tremaely cost eltectve managaemaent tool,
A possd i do nmplant the calves s when
you castrate them, sduch shoold e done
us early as possble, A specific example
of the walue of implants can be shown by
dita that was collected ot the Gull Coast
Research and Extension Cenfer in
Fairhope, AL a fow years ago.  Taenty
steer calves were implanted on January
Sth, winke 19 of therr herd mates wiere nod
mmplamted.  They were werghed on Moy
205t e enllet BULA weamng data and the
umplanted steers wenghed 699 poands and
the nom-implanted steers weighed 65%
pounds. In January they weghed 264
poumds and 267 pounds, nepectively,

[F your entire calf crop wall be sold as
feeder calvies then the enbire crop should
be wnplanted; howewer, 1F the beafirs ane 1o
be retmned s replacement breeding stock
then 1t s best not toomplant these calves,
There are inplants approved B ase n -

placement heibers and they have very im-
portan guidelines for use associated with
them. In general, it is probably best o
only implant the steer calves il you are
using the heifers as replacements.  Like-
wise, implants arg not suidable for use m
bulls.

Like mary oibicr management proce-
dures, the degree of success with an im-
planting program = related to proper im-
planting technique. The accompanmying
picture shows proper placement ol a
groth implant ina call™s car. It should be
placed under the skin in the middle one-
third of the car. Restrain the cali™s head
and doomot get inoa burry, The bevel of the
implam needle should be facing up when
inseried under the skin of dhe car Onee
the needle has been insericd depress the
plunger of the implant gun and withdrsy
the needle in a simultaneous maedion such
that the implamt lics in the hole vacated by
the necdle. Crushed implants or those in-
serted into the cartilage will not be effoc-
tivie, Fegl 10 make sure that the implam
his been properly placed. Several now de-
signs for implant guns have been devel-
aped with self-reiracting needles, Always
use clean sharp needles and follow label
directions,

Extensmve data show that implanis m
beel cattle pose no health hagrd wocon-
sumers.  Their safety 15 well documented
amd there is no withdrawal penod prior i
slaughier,
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